































































































Basic touring ten

Cycle lour Option 2

This bicycle comes from a Sydney
shop which has had a solid involve-
ment in the touring scene. The Op-
tion two as the name suggests is one
of three possible standard options
built by Inner City Cycles from
selected touring components.

The Option two is their most
popular model and a closer look at the
bike reveals why this may be so. The
Cycle Tour 2 is a good basic ten speed
ready to go as a touring bike. Its
equipment is recognizable touring
equipment and it is priced at the
lower end of the touring market, mak-
ing it an ideal first bike.

It is designed around an Australian
made high tensile steel frame. With
Japanese chrome moly frames coming
into the country fitted with complete
brazed on cable guides this frame
looks plain to say the least. Wisely
the builders have ignored the crude
brake cable stops which are definitely
on the way out. This is because the
splitting of the brake cable outer
allows the inner cable to rust and adds
friction to brake operation.

The Option 2 features the well finished Dia
Compe 500G brakes. There is ample clearance
for the fitting of mudguards.

The frame angles are a little
unusual. It is a very ‘laid-back’ bike
with distinctive touring bike handl-
ing.

The transmission is of good quality.
The SR cranks used will permit a low
28 tooth chain wheel to be fitted
though the standard sizes are usually
52/56. Shimano Deore gear changers
and down tube levers are used. These
employ the Centron self adjusting
mechanism which allows for
smoother quieter gear shifts.

The Option two comes fitted with
excellent Super Champion alloy rims
fitted with a good touring tread tyre.
Hubs have quick release axles.

The brakes are Dia Compe 500G
side pulls and are a little soft in their
action. The brake levers however are
one of the best in their class.

As with any true-blue touring
machine the Cycle Tour comes fitted
with a steel chrome Karrimor pattern
pannier rack and comfy anatomic sad-
dle. Even though the vinyl covered
Selle Italia anatomic saddle is at the
cheaper end of the range it is to my
bottom one of the most comfortable
saddles sold. A wider womens version
is also available.

In short a good basic touring ten
from a specialist touring shop.
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